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Sustainable Port Competitiveness in International Port Operations
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Amid intense port competition in Northeast Asia, international ports require sustainable growth
based on competitiveness that incorporates economic, social, and environmental perspectives.
Despite the importance of sustainability issues in port competition, prior studies on port com-
petitiveness have focused on ports’ own handling capacities. Moreover, sustainability concerns have
focused on environmental issues such as environmental impact minimization and environmental in-
dex development. The prior literature makes distinctions between studies of port competitiveness
and works relating to port sustainability. Therefore, this paper aims to redefine sustainable port
competitiveness based on the “triple bottom line,” comprising sustainability, analysis of the relevant
issues, and practices. The findings offer not only important steps in building knowledge about sus-
tainable port competitiveness, but also provide practical implications for strategic agendas and guid-
ance for future improvements in port operations.

Key words: Port competition, Sustainable Competitiveness, Sustainability, International Port
Operations, Northeast Asia
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